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Perhaps some other word-nerds will appreciate some recent etymological korelations | have 
been blessed to see & find them inspiring in their Dharma practice. 


The heart of Shayamuni’s Dharma teaching is that the finite is marked by anitya (Sanskrit) / 
anicca (Pali) / impermancence (English). Pali: “sabbe sankhara anicca” = “all compounded 
things are impermanent”. 


But there is the Unbounded Uncompounded, and for Pureland Buddhists we take shelter in His 
revealed Name which is His Person: Amitayus. Please glimpse the elegant pun-contrast 
korelation between anitya & Amitayus. 


Pureland Buddhists aspire for shinjin, the freeing faith which is freely given to us by Amida via 
His Name. Shinjin is a Japanese translation for citta-prasada, mind-clearness / heart- 
brightness. But in Vedic tradition prasadam is the body of the cosmic Purusha who sacrifices 
Himself for us & which we eat to obtain eternal life. When we are mindful of the Nembutsu 
vibrating within us & around us we are ingesting Amida’s prasadam which purifies our body- 
heart-mind / body-speech-actions such that we realize citta-prasada / shinjin. Another word 
pun korelation | glimpse through grace & pass. 


Finally, Shakti. | consider Amitabha as Dharmakaya & Amitayus as Sambhogakaya & all Shaktis 
as forms of Arya Tara, but one need not do so to appreciate the following korelations. Tibetan 
Buddhists call Amitabha‘s consort Pandaravasini, meaning “all white clothed”, which is a good 
Arya Tara Name for She who is the white light potency of Amitabha, the Buddha of Infinite 
Light, given white light includes all colors. | looked for her Vedic equivalent & found Aditi, the 
“Infinite” goddess. Tibetans pair Amitayus Buddha with Candali, the Fiery One. Now Canda, 
the Fierce One, is a Name of the Vedic Goddess Durga. And Candali is a Name for Matangj, the 
Tantric Saraswati / Goddess of Speech, as the Outcast. There is something special here. We 
are liberated by the Nembutsu which seeks out the most fallen & most foolish, offering us re- 
birth in the Pureland through an easy means, refuge in the Name of the Buddha. Arya Tara 
Candalint, the speech potency of Amitayus, the Buddha of Infinite Life, goes to the outcasts & 
feeds them the shinjin of Amida’s Name. l'Il end here, in Candalint mercy. 
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